Moralizing
& Mobhilizing:

Women of Golor as Bearers
of Male Gitizenship in
18th Century Saint-Domingue

Lucy Stark

Department of History &
Jackman Humanities Institute




A e e

. fad =0 =i, foe
~d wiem —— toe v b ’ i

TR

LS’ I OINCPUR cx 08 tnisainns o k', 2 b

- »
o By Bl o e o e

" | \ -~ i vedur f oo [ by " el vt 4 / o’ S & e Suy Cer e fou
P A e kel o HONNES DE CO U LEY R a7 oo L f o W Ko g
 ALLXUANE I oS L bk por v rapewde BT S ekl | g o v % e apidobiern | g o de S P Vi
3 neEcoms v Rosow oy ¥ g LK Damiry wlanlpvmpen. s b W BaBpon e pov Tnpew  SUMALVET s ot Pt dln A ‘
v . ’ 7 g - 3 >
COEMREIIENTL. Conmen o8 5k 5 Job B0 MaRTIV DML A oy ¢l b a4 4 e St % Lo, ~ -
r ﬂ_gltn.un Sty el K St B sarle e L i PABRINK 110 DRBOI MECRANGE o Koni # bl St oo /e amdantod A o "
I(—rmn&luq'&... M o AN e Qb 02 M2 BAICUVIIL M s v s o gl rap vl Snns s oy ia w gl go npony WP P o hatew  amns 3¢
IM'DI.f'“ Av., 2% malbae 1 ',‘_) FUT s PIANCEE Ll & wen pop -y Mg e i s 0 mah may 907 Iy o0 B e T - o (g
'.'fg“'_gv-ﬂnnnncl'aﬂuvu-'\wu widew b tw B o wdidal ARLMOND 1 yan by s SEEE O S, - R e, Ty AW e e nerle =
. Ltﬁ'[yn.u'Iu' ,‘l._.,‘-’ P | 0t e man Agne i wn o A0n sy M T A C O ddet T (i 2 S s pad o o olore o ':.; win porge o Ny b “ el wrlas o7 » .
.y‘ o e N MEAANAVE Ll e 0 lviiras foun e e mpeapyed. 14 SVTIAVER A G ATRIR sl g S s i e R LAMET e vy Loy
Al e ) T T T —— A s’ S o BAPAIVE. L codaing! & sk 1o Ny NN CWamia sl AnErTw Sobs. 8udane (o 2ty s s Bocdon S i f 4 :
3 ’ I"\. O‘n,',r‘r": )-..'la::‘-’--;::}- Pt po S rasiudh -:"‘]\h\.d rows puria Soums (Unm Saod my i Son ve § Il St b e e Feu e g




e Western third of
Hispaniola

e Haitiand
Dominican
Republic

H Who

e Gensde couleur

. When e  White colons

e Free women of color

e Acquired by (muldtresse)
French in 1640s
e Focus:

1763-1791
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Preliminary Thesis

In arguing over the citizenship of gens de couleur, men on both
sides - those who sought to suppress and those who sought
to uplift the civil rights of free men of color - utilized
arguments around the morality and mobility of free women
of color and their reproductive labor. As a result, women’s
bodies - and their treatment by White men - became the
setting for debating citizenship and race in the whirlwind
period straddling the Seven Years War, the French

Revolution, and the outbreak of the Haitian Revolution.




LABO(U)R

Men'’s political labor (enfranchisement, petitioning, legislating)
Men'’s economic labor (property ownership, trade, plantations)
Slave labor (sugar, tobacco, coffee plantations)

Female reproductive & marital labor



Historiography

Before Haiti: Race and Cicinenship

in French SaintDomingue

Ade I (e

£

Inventing the Creole citizen

sexuality and the
colonial order In pre
revolutionary Saint
Jomingue




4 A “meritorious
ESE cquality and inclusion” (Liu)

Theoretical
Approach

gendered and sexualized
LIBERTY aspects of meritorious
Probationary Citizens in the French equality and inclusion

and Haidan Revolutions




l_ Opponents of Gens de Couleur

e [ntroduction
e Morality-based stereotypes of free women of color
e Mobilizing their reproductive labor to enrich White superiority

ll_ Advocates for Gens de Couleur

e Introduction
e Morality-based stereotypes of White men and women
e Mobilizing independent reproductive labor to bear and rear citizens of color



Opponents: their motivations

e Moreaude Saint-Méry

e Biological/racial determinism

e Racial hierarchy/White superiority
e End“white slavery”

e Local knowledge & colonial autonomy
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Morality: Stereotypes of the
Mulatresse

e Origins

e Fertility

e Sexuality

e Luxury consumption

e Implications for White superiority: suppress these
women and their male counterparts to reestablish

White marriage and strength

AFFRANCHIS DES COLONIES.



Mobility: Reproductive Labor of the
Mulatresse

e Daubenton
e Gabriel De Bory
e Michel-René Hilliard d’Auberteuil

e Maréchaussée and army work

e Usinglibertinage to the advantage of the colony




e Julien Raimond & Abbé Grégoire (Unrepresentative, planters, European connections)
e Legislative Precedent (Code Noir and Déclaration)
e Goals (representation in National and Colonial Assemblies, freedom from discrimination and
segregation, equality with White citizens)
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Morality: Elipping the Stereotypical
Script on White Men

® Stereotyping White men and women to
demoralize the White community’s image as a
means to uplift themselves in comparison
White people’s origins

Hypersexuality of White men

Neglectful fathers

Bad Christians

Greed/jealousy of (White men Jand women




Mobhility: Reproducing & Rearing
Erench Gitizens of Golor

e Usingreproductive labor to independently promote and
enfranchise their community through the bearing and rearing
French citizens
Their own origins story
Fertility & reproductivity of gens de couleur

e Children of French values, familial connections, and
intergenerational wealth
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Summary

A lot happening all at once! A lot already
written about all these happenings!

The exploitation of women of color -
reproductive labor and stereotypical
discourse - to amplify men’s political and
economic labor through the granting or
prohibiting of citizenship

Morality & Mobility

Two sides with similar discursive modes
(origins, sexualization, victimization)
Where to go next: women'’s actual
experiences and a transnational
comparison




