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In the Philippines, the United States’ first overseas colony, direct occupation had supposedly
come to an end with Filipinization: the appropriation of native leadership into colonial
governance. But Filipinization also informed the everyday conduct and political imaginations of
those outside of structures of power, namely, migrant workers across the Pacific. In this talk, I
suggest that American counterinsurgency informed how people across the Pacific imagined
how the future citizens of an independent Philippines might behave. This provisional subject—
the Filipino subjunctive—emerges from these transnational imaginaries, and the creative labors
of everyday life. Together, this fledgling community asked: What would it look like to become
Filipino, and who would pay the price to make this nation yet-to-come? 

Chair: Takashi Fujitani        
Dr. David Chu Chair in Asia-Pacific Studies,
Professor of History, and Director of the Dr.
David Chu Program in Asia-Pacific Studies

REGISTER:
uoft.me/TheFilipinoSubjunctive

Co-sponsored by the Southeast Asia Seminar Series, Asian Institute

https://uoft.me/TheFilipinoSubjunctive

